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There are some issues in the published paper entitled “Ratio
of the Dead to Wounded (D/W) Indicators and Associated
Factors in Major Earthquakes of America from 1960 to
2011” which we are very interested to correct through a
Corrigendum. We are going to list all the changes that should
be included.

(1) In all the places of the paper where the complete
name of CRED is needed, it is important to make the
correction that CRED is spelled “Centre for Research
on the Epidemiology of Disasters.”

(2) In Table 5 the text “densidad poblacional” should be
replaced by “population density” and the term “IDH”
should be replaced by “HDI” which means Human
Development Index.

(3) In Section 2.8, because the best definition of number
of deaths is that which expresses the number of people
dead and missing, we think that is very important
to replace the published definition by the previously
described one.

(4) In the fourth paragraph in Section 4, where “In
this regard, considering the HDI as an operational

approach to the quality of housing and an aspect
of the vulnerability (the main factor explaining the
difference of deaths, wounded, and D/W between
countries and between regions), the results obtained
in our work allow us to suggest that the improvement
of HDI was in close relation with the quality of
housing. This information is in agreement with some
studies that suggest an association between the quality
and the height of the buildings and the mortality after
an earthquake. These studies have concluded that the
higher the quality of housing is, the lower the death
toll is [19,20]. Furthermore, the greater the height
of buildings, the greater the death toll that occurs
after an earthquake [21].” is written, in this regard,
the differences of HDI could explain the difference of
the results obtained when South America and Central
America were compared.

(5) At the end of the second paragraph in Section 4,
we mention that there is a “concomitant increase in
the D/W indexes as a consequence of the increase
in the HDI.” But the results in the table show that,
for an increase in the HDI, the D/W index would be



reduced. Because there is a contradiction here, the
paragraph should be corrected as follows: “In this
regard, a concomitant decrease in the D/W indexes
was a consequence of the increase in the HDI.”
Furthermore and according to this, the following
part should be deleted: “...which means that the
number of people wounded increases with regard to
the number of dead people.”
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