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Correction to: Scientific Reports https ://doi.org/10.1038/s4159 8-019-46283 -9, published online 09 July 2019

The original version of this Article contained an error.

The information in the “Dipstick development and assay”  section was incomplete. Therefore, the original text,

“The assay comprises of incubation of the dipstick with diluted serum samples (1:2000) for 30 min which is 
followed by washing with TBST (twice). Subsequently, it is incubated with HRP conjugated anti-human IgG (1: 
2000) for 30 min. Finally, after two washes in TBST and one in TBS, the strips are dipped in a freshly prepared 
substrate composed of 0.05% 3, 3′-diaminobenzidine tetrahydrochloride (DAB, Sigma, USA) containing 0.05% 
of  H2O2 in 100 mM TBS. The reaction is stopped by dipping in distilled water. The appearance of dark brown 
coloured bands at both the test and control line indicates VL positivity and a single band at the control line is 
indicative of VL negativity.”

now reads:

“The general assay consists of incubation of the dipsticks with diluted serum (1:2000) samples for 30 min, 
followed by washing with TBST (twice). Subsequently, it is incubated with HRP conjugated anti-human IgG 
(1:2000) for 30 min. Finally, after two washes in TBST and one in TBS, the strips are dipped in a freshly prepared 
substrate composed of 0.05% 3, 3′-diaminobenzidine tetrahydrochloride (DAB, Sigma, USA), containing 0.05% 
of  H2O2 in 100 mM TBS. The reaction is stopped by dipping in distilled water, and the strips dried at RT. In 
Spain, there were several modifications to the assay; the dipsticks are incubated in diluted serum (1:100), and 
HRP conjugated anti-human IgG, for 60 min, followed by a 10 min incubation in substrate composed of 0.07% 
of DAB and 0.2% of  H2O2 in 60 mM TBS, before being dried at RT. The appearance of dark brown coloured 
bands at both the test and control line indicates VL positivity and a single band at the control line is indicative 
of VL negativity. Whenever this signal was hard to assess, we classified it as not clear, and therefore grouped it 
together with those displaying no bands. Dipsticks that did not present with a reactive band, or a control band, 
were excluded from further consideration.”

These changes do not affect the overall conclusions of the Article. This has now been corrected in the PDF and 
HTML versions of the Article.
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